
 

 

Summer Workshop Materials List 

Five Ways Forward with Pete Hocking 

July 5 - 10, 2026 
 
My workshops tend to be as individualized as possible — working with each participant 
according to their interests and needs. With that in mind, I don’t prescribe materials or 
require that everyone work in the same media. The workshop is open to a range of 
two-dimensional picture making media — including oil paint, acrylic, gouache, 
watercolor, collage, etc. In general, have enough of whatever materials you’re using to 
meet your needs for a week, and to make 3-10 pictures. 
 
Required Materials 
 

●​ Surfaces: No matter if you’re working on canvas, panel or paper, I recommend 
you have a number of formats. For me, in workshop settings, this means having 
small surfaces (between 4 x 6 and 8 x 8 inches) and medium surfaces (between 
12 x 12 and 24 x 24 inches). But you can be the judge of your range.  

●​ Paint: I recommend either (1) acrylic paint (any brand) (2) watercolor (any brand, 
but tubes are generally better quality than cakes), or (3) M. Graham Walnut-Based 
Oil Paint (which is what I use). All are solvent-free. If you use traditional oil paint, I 
recommend non-toxic alternatives to solvent (such as vegetable oil) for cleaning 
brushes.  

●​ It’s not necessary to have an extensive range of colors. Think about the content 
you’re planning to pursue (landscape, still life, figures) and consider this range of 
colors: Ultramarine Blue, Cadmium Red Medium (synthetic is fine), Cadmium 
Yellow (synthetic), Burnt Umber, Yellow Ochre, Naples Yellow, Sap Green, 
Titanium White, Paynes Grey. In addition to these colors, in the M. Graham 
palette I recommend Azo Green, Azo Yellow, Azo Orange, Turquoise, Raw Umber, 
Raw Sienna, Burnt Sienna, Quinacridone Violet, Quinacridone Rose, and 
Ultramarine Violet. I recommend you buy enough paint to never feel like you’re 
running out while working.  

●​ Brushes: I recommend a range of brushes, from a few small (1/4-inch or smaller) 
to a 2-inch brushes. Given the size of the works we’ll be making, I recommend 

 



 

several in the 1/2-inch to 1- inch range. A range of flats, brights and rounds is 
useful.  

●​ Mixed Media Materials: if you’re working in collage or mixed media, follow the 
general guideline of having enough of the material to meet your needs in the 
workshop. 
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